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From	 this	 vantage	 point,	 a	 university	 is	 a	 confidence-building	mechanism	
b	 Neogothic	bracket	in	the	professors’	gown	room	in	the	main	university	building
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the bastion of liberty10
that	generates	solutions	to	the	serious	problems	facing	society.
	 The	 scholastic	 humanism	 that	 spawned	 the	 university	 as	 an	 institution	
viewed	each	human	being	as	a	microcosm,	a	miniature	version	of	the	world.	
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m	 Ornamental	work	embellishing	the	former	Chemical	and	Pharmaceutical	Laboratory		
	 on	Hugo	de	Grootstraat
















	 Medical	and	 legal	 theory	were	both	based	on	 the	same	criterion,	which	
lent	 a	 fundamental	 consistency	 to	 the	mediaeval	 curriculum.	 Aristotelian	









































the	two	titles	of	the	Digest	50.16,	 ‘On	the	meaning	of	words’	(‘De  verborum 
significatione’)	and	50.17,	 ‘On	the	diverse	rules	of	ancient	 law’	(‘De diversis 
regulis iuris antiqui’),	which	together	constituted	a	fairly	natural	introduc-
tion	to	 legal	 thinking,	 in	much	the	same	way	that	 the	Ten	Commandments	
constituted	a	concise	introduction	to	dogma.
	 The	university	was	thus	part	of	a	glorious	mediaeval	cohesive	whole:	the	



















ology,	 law	 and	 medicine.	 Rote	 learning	 and	 constant	 repetition	 were	 the	
foundations	of	this	method,	and	practical	usefulness	the	main	criterion	of	its	
the bastion of liberty14
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held	 Europe	 spellbound.	 Diplomats	 and	 scholars,	 merchants	 and	 tourists,	
everyone	who	visited	the	Republic	of	the	United	Provinces,	rubbed	their	eyes	







talisation	of	 the	 land,	 the	 impenetrability	 of	 the	 country’s	 politics	 and	 the	
ruthlessness	of	its	trade,	the	rapacity	of	the	elite	and	the	vulgarity	of	the	rest,	
the	utter	lack	of	decorum	and	hierarchy,	all	of	this	was	the	other	side	of	the	so	
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23weapons and words
Companies	of	the	civic	militia	marched	at	the	front	and	rear	of	the	proces-
sion.	 The	 presence	 of	 the	 guardsmen	 was	 only	 logical,	 explained	 	Orlers,	
‘since	they	believed	that	they	had	secured	their	[city’s]	freedom	and	that	 it	
was	their	duty	to	uphold	it’.




States	 of	 Holland	 and	 Zeeland	 that	 they	 found	 a	 university,	 he	 hoped	 to	























Muses.	These	 apparitions	 disembarked	 in	 front	 of	 the	 university	 and	wel-
the bastion of liberty22
were	those	between	land	and	water,	nobles	and	burghers,	trade	and	industry,	

















about,	 this	 hard-headed	Calvinist	 told	 his	 listeners.	And	 ‘learning’	 too,	 he	
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m	 Procession	marking	the	inauguration	of	the	university	on	8	February	1575
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the bastion of liberty28
and	I	incline	to	arms,	since	I	was	born	under	Mars.’	So	he	becomes	a	wanderer,	
poor	as	 a	 church	mouse	and	 full	of	 the	most	wonderful	misap	prehensions.	
Maestertius	lived	a	less	adventurous	life,	but	his	elected	path	earned	him	a	
successful	professorship	in	Leiden	and	even	an	English	knighthood.
















	 But	 all	 too	often,	 this	 proved	 a	 fragile	 blend.	Cicero’s	well-known	half-
verse	‘cedant	arma	togae’	implies	that	the	force	of	arms	must	yield	to	the		rule	
of	law,	a	sentiment	echoed	by	Dousa’s	first	epigrams.	In	Cicero’s	conviction	
that	the	Muses	fall	silent	when	weapons	speak	–	‘inter arma silent musae’	–	
words	and	weapons	are	locked	into	emphatic	antagonism:	an	opposition	that	





service	–	in	the	text	of	the	Vulgate,	‘Militia est vita hominis super terram.’	Al-
though	there	is	nothing	exclusively	Christian	about	this	military	notion	–	the	
same	comparison	can	be	found	in	the	early	Stoics,	in	Plato’s	Apology and	the	
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ly	 been	 active	 in	 the	 city	 government.	The	 combination	 of	 the	 position	 of	
steward	or	secretary	with	that	of	burgomaster	was	a	frequent	occurrence.	A	





ernors	only,	but	 that	 it	must	also	 include	the	city’s	 four	burgomasters.	The	
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m	 Maurits,	Prince	of	Orange	(1567-1625),	with	escutcheonm	 William	i,	Prince	of	Orange	(1533-1584),	with	escutcheon
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Town	and	Gown




militia).	They	were	granted	by	 the	city,	albeit	 reluctantly	and	 in	an	atmos-
phere	of	constant	wrangling.	The	city	complained	that	the	university	admit-
ted	too	many	people,	who	enrolled	only	to	take	advantage	of	the	fiscal	exemp-




Paris	 had	 put	 it	 in	 1289,	 because	 it	was	 impossible	 to	 distinguish	 between	
‘those	who	are	good	and	regular	students,	and	those	who	are	not	genuine	and	







not	 uncommon	 for	 the	 family	 to	 accompany	 the	 son	 to	 a	 university	 town.	
Petrus	Doorninck,	for	instance,	a	‘man	of	letters’	who	registered	on	27	March	
1650,	mentioned	his	children’s	upbringing	explicitly	as	a	reason	for	enrolling:	
‘alens hic liberos suos’.	And	every	year	the	new	rector	would	register	ten	to	
twenty	boys,	frequently	aged	between	12	and	15,	who	were	pupils	of	the	Latin	
School.	The	top	two	classes	of	this	school	were	entitled	to	register	at	the	uni-






‘his’	university,	but	his	 son	Maurits	was	also	urged	 to	get	 involved,	 for	 in-
stance,	in	efforts	to	appoint	famous	professors	such	as	Scaliger,	Vorstius	and	
Molinaeus.	The	special	course	for	engineers	that	was	launched	in	Leiden	in	













of	 the	curriculum.	 In	all	 these	matters,	 the	board	of	governors	had	the	 last	
word,	and	only	once,	in	1593,	in	special	circumstances	–	one	governor	had	just	
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tions	were	granted	 for	a	whole	year,	avidly	 traded	 in	 these	privileges.	The	
German	 chronicler	 of	 student	 life	 Friedrich	 Luca	 wrote	 about	 his	 stay	 in	
	Leiden:	 ‘One	can	also	easily	 sell	 such	Privileges	 to	a	burgher,	which	many	
others	and	indeed	I	myself	have	done’.	Professors	too	saw	the	lucrative	side	of	
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dent	who	was	 celebrating	 a	 successful	 end	of	 a	 disputation	was	 shot	 dead,	
with	21	bullets,	in	the	presence	of	his	professor.	According	to	the	professor,	
the	tribunal.	The	senate	was	represented,	in	hearings,	by	the	rector	and	four	
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cial	position	 in	 the	 city.	And	although	 these	bodies	 solved	 some	problems,	
they	created	others.	The	city	soon	asserted	its	right	to	appoint	the	leaders	of	













ate	meetings	or	 failed	 to	 attend	 as	 it	 suited	 them,	 and	 summoned	not	only	
regular	professors	but	even	the	rector	to	appear.	They	had	demanded	the	ap-
pointment	of	a	number	of	university	officials,	secretaries	and	beadles.	They	
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to	 strike	 the	 right	 balance	 between	 established	 reputation	 and	 youthful	





























to	 the	 funding	of	 the	city’s	 infrastructure.	What	 is	more,	 they	had	 impris-




































onstrations	were	 sometimes	organised,	 in	which	 three	or	 four	young	men	
came	forward	to	display	their	abilities.	In	1599,	when	one	professor	of	philos-
ophy	 remained,	 as	 many	 as	 five	 students	 were	 assigned	 lecturing	 duties:	
	Bertius,	Bontius,	Murdison,	Vossius	 and	Heurnius,	 all	 of	whom	eventually	




	 As	 far	 as	 the	middle	 ranks	 of	 lecturers	were	 concerned,	 the	 governors	
scrutinised	the	course	of	 their	studies	and	their	practical	experience	more	
than	 their	 scholarly	 output.	 In	 Leiden	University’s	 first	 hundred	 years,	 its	
professors	had	attended	an	average	of	 two	or	three	universities	–	2.7	 to	be	
precise	–	 two-thirds	of	which	were	outside	 the	Republic.	German	 institu-
tions	were	the	most	common,	followed	by	those	of	Paris	and	Orléans.	Profes-
sors	of	the	medical	faculty	still	inclined	towards	universities	in	Italy.	Over	the	
following	 century,	 the	 academic	 horizon	 of	 Leiden’s	 professors	 narrowed	
somewhat.	At	the	end	of	this	period	they	had	attended	an	average	of	two	uni-
versities	 (more	 precisely	 1.9),	 three-quarters	 of	which	were	 in	 the	United	
Provinces.
	 Aspiring	professors	would	generally	have	studied	for	at	least	six	years,	fol-
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49weapons and words
m	 William	of	Orange,	depicted	as	the	Father	of	the	Nation	and	a	soldier	of	Christ
the bastion of liberty48
In	the	eighteenth	century,	the	transition	from	another	profession	to	a	profes-







sisted	 that	 ‘even	 for	 those	who	 are	 not	 professors’,	 this	 provision	must	 be	
firmly	implemented.	But	there	is	no	indication	that	any	Leiden	graduate	ever	







And	 this	was	only	 invoked	when	convenient.	 In	 the	case	of	 the	greatly	re-
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the bastion of liberty50 51
	 Aside	from	chairing	senate	meetings,	the	rector’s	main	task	was	to	repre-



















limit,	 since	 the	 revenue	 from	 enrolments	 and	 disputations	 was	 divided	











simple,	 but	 in	 practice	 countless	 problems	 arose,	 especially	 when	 similar	
weapons and words
m	 Thomas	Erpenius	(1584-1624),	professor	of	Arabic	and	Oriental	Languages	(1613-1624)
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fined.	 Supplementary	 private	 lectures	 taught	 by	 professors	 also	 provoked	
heated	debate.
	 Differences	 in	 background	 and	 origin	 also	 gave	 rise	 to	misunderstand-
ings.	In	Leiden	University’s	first	twenty	years,	foreign	professors	were	in	the	
majority.	In	its	first	century,	over	one-third	(37	to	44	per	cent)	of	the	universi-
ty’s	 professors,	 most	 of	 them	 theologians	 and	 philosophers,	 came	 from	

























classes,	 and	 fewer	 from	 trade	 and	bureaucracy,	 as	 compared	 to	 the	 seven-
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m	 Simon	Stevin	(1548-1620),	who	devised	the	Nederduitsche	Mathematique	(1600),		
	 the	first	course	in	applied	science	in	the	Netherlands














launched	 their	new	career	 in	 this	way	 in	 the	 latter	half	of	 the	seventeenth	
century,	and	after	1700	virtually	every	freshly	appointed	professor	did	so.	By	
then	this	address	was	regarded	as	the	official	moment	at	which	the	new	pro-











was	 permitted	 to	wear	 one	 on	 since	 he	 sat	 on	 the	 university	 tribunal,	 but	
church	ministers	who	did	so	were	deemed	to	be	acting	against	established	
custom.





   56-57 15-07-2008   13:11:40























Cartesian	ever	to	occupy	a	chair	at	Leiden.	His	Clavis philosophiae naturalis 
(1654)	was	intended	as	‘an	introduction	to	the	Aristotelian-Cartesian	view	of	











nature.	 In	 1665,	 for	 instance,	 at	 a	 senate	meeting	 culminating	 in	 a	 debate	












Calvinist	 Trelcatius	 Junior,	 and	 in	 1611	 not	 only	 Conrad	 Vorstius	 but	 also	
Petrus	Molinaeus.	In	1650	they	appointed	Cocceius	alongside	Trigland,	in	1653	
Hoornbeek	alongside	Cocceius.	
	 So,	whenever	 the	board	 appointed	 someone	with	moderate	 views,	 they	
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first	physics	 laboratory	 in	 the	Northern	Netherlands,	where	 they	gave	 the	
first	series	of	lectures	based	entirely	on	experiments.	In	so	doing,	they	initi-
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dom of God manifested in the works of creation,	 to	borrow	the	 title	of	 John	
Ray’s	influential	book.

















ate	 colleagues	 Franciscus	 Sylvius	 (Franz	 de	 la	 Boë)	 and	 Johannes	 Hornius	
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political	 problems,	 they	 served	 as	 a	 kind	 of	 conductor,	 not	 preventing	 the	







years	 of	 service	 in	 him.	 But	Willis	 was	 not	 interested,	 Boyle	 was	 far	 too	
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	 The	747-page	Epistola ad Andream Colvium	that	was	translated	into	Dutch	







































	 In	 Leiden,	 the	 first	 to	 enter	 the	 fray	were	 Boxhorn	 and	 Salmasius.	 The	
former	 published	 directly	 in	Dutch.	 In	 his	Spiegeltien vertoonende ’t lanck 
hayr ende hayrlocken, by de oude Hollandse ende Zeelanders gedragen	(‘“Mir-
ror”	showing	the	long	hair	and	locks	as	worn	by	the	ancient	men	of	Holland	
and	Zeeland’,	1644)	he	mainly	sought	to	place	the	subject	in	its	historical	con-
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m	 Illustrations	from	the	Académie de l’espée	by	Girard	Thibault	(1628)
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m	 The	four	temperaments,	prints	from	the	collection	of	the	Anatomy	Theatre







with	classical	 texts	were	needed	to	 follow	the	 lectures.	Students	were	also	
expected	to	have	mastered	the	elementary	principles	of	logic,	to	be	capable	of	
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cal	 content:	 for	 medical	 students	 that	 meant	 pharmacology,	 therapeutic	
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	 Immediately	 after	 the	 revolt	 against	 Spanish	 domination,	 these	 ‘Latin	
schools’,	as	they	were	known,	evolved	further	into	the	ideal	preparation	for	
university.	When	the	city	of	Alkmaar	founded	a	new	school	in	1584,	it	defined	
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77
its	objective	as	‘to	cultivate	the	knowledge	required	for	Leiden	University	in	













city	 school	within	 its	walls,	 but	 the	 city	 council	 had	 no	 intention	 of	 relin-
quishing	control	over	 it.	These	 schools	had	 their	own	clientele.	By	around	
1650,	the	Latin	schools	were	teaching	about	14%	of	the	relevant	age	group,	far	
more	 than	 the	 4%	 or	 5%	 that	 attended	 the	 four	 universities	 in	 the	United	
Provinces.
	 Leiden	University	 did,	 however,	 help	 to	 determine	 the	 curricula	 of	 the	
Latin	schools	in	the	province	of	Holland.	Its	professors	were	involved	in	the	
drafting	of	the	1625	Schoolordre	and	produced	their	own	textbooks,	seeking	
to	 influence	both	 the	structure	and	 the	standard	of	education.	The	School-
ordre	was	a	well	thought-out	and	detailed	plan	that	prescribed	six	classes	and	
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m	 Botanical	Gardens	and	rear	of	the	main	university	building	with	observatory,	1712
verse	subjects,	those	involved	also	wanted	to	introduce	public	schools	or	col-





























rists	 earned	 considerably	 more	 than	 physicians	 and	 philosophers.	 But	 by	
around	1600,	the	gap	had	virtually	closed.	At	the	outset,	philosophy	served	
the	same	function	as	at	a	mediaeval	university	–	it	was	a	staging-post	to	the	
the bastion of liberty78


































Furthermore,	 these	 statutes	 no	 longer	 distinguished	 between	 the	 costs	 or	
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p e r i o d
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	 The	 vast	 majority	 of	 Leiden’s	 student	 population,	 two-thirds	 or	 more,	
originated	from	the	upper	middle	classes.	But	in	the	first	hundred	years,	there	
were	also	many	students	from	lower	social	classes,	including	the	sons	of	cob-
blers,	 carpenters,	 plumbers,	 house-painters,	 gardeners	 and	 cloth	workers.	








































century	 to	almost	60	per	cent	fifty	years	 later,	 the	corresponding	 increase	
among	law	students	was	truly	spectacular:	from	8	to	84	per	cent!
	 If	 we	 compare	 the	 university’s	 first	 and	 second	 hundred	 years,	 we	 are	
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ed	 rooms	 in	 the	 same	house.	 British,	 French	 and	German	 students	 all	 had	
their	own	houses	or	inns.
	 Some	of	these	inns	were	actually	run	by	compatriots,	as	in	the	case	of	the	








easier	 to	 receive	messages	 from	home;	 students	were	 also	what	we	would	
now	call	ardent	networkers.	‘We	pass’d	our	time	in	general	very	agreeably,’	
writes	Alexander	Carlyle,	who	stayed	 in	Leiden	for	only	a	 few	weeks,	 ‘and	
very	 profitable	 too,	 for	 ten	 to	 twelve	 of	 us	 held	meetings	 at	 our	 lodgings,	
weapons and words
m	 Title	page	of	the	inaugural	address	delivered	by	Herman	Boerhaave	(1668-1738),		
	 De comparando certo in physicis,	1715






tled	 to	have	 two	boys	studying	 there	at	any	one	 time	(smaller	 towns	could	
send	one),	boys	who	were	frequently,	though	not	always,	from	humble	back-






















	 In	 the	eighteenth	century,	professors	no	 longer	 took	 in	 student	 lodgers.	
But	another	custom	endured	and	 indeed	appears	 to	have	become	more	en-
trenched.	Each	student	chose	a	particular	professor,	or	was	advised	to	do	so,	

















style	 chamber	 gowns.	 ‘These	 students	 go	 to	 lectures	 and	 church	wearing	
dressing	 gowns,’	wrote	 the	German	 traveller	Heinrich	 Ludolph	 Benthem,	
‘and	do	not	put	on	any	respectable	clothes	for	years	on	end.’	A	few	years	later,	
the	casual	attire	also	struck	his	fellow	countryman	Albrecht	von	Haller:	‘Peo-
ple	 live	 in	 complete	 freedom	 here	 and	 go	 about	 the	 streets	 unrebuked	 in	
dressing-gowns.’
	 The	uniformity	of	this	curious	outfit	also	mystified	visitors.	‘In	those	loose	









which	 students’	progress	was	monitored	at	 close	quarters.	 It	 founded	only	
one	 college,	 for	Dutch	 theology	 students.	This	 ‘States	College’,	which	was	
housed	in	a	former	monastery,	accommodated	thirty	to	forty	students.	At	its	
the bastion of liberty88
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m	 Scholar,	third	quarter	of	the	seventeenth	centurym	 Student,	third	quarter	of	the	seventeenth	century





the	 disbandment	 of	 the	 ‘nation’	 of	 students	 from	 the	 eastern	 provinces	 of	
Gelderland	and	Overijssel,	who	left	their	armorial	to	posterity.	A	glance	at	its	
content	 reveals	 that	 in	 their	own	 societies,	 the	 students	 simply	 copied	 the	
























	 All	 this	 served	 to	 counter-balance	 trends	 within	 university	 education.	





















punished	 severely,	 unless	 the	 culprits	 proved	 sufficiently	 contrite	 and	 of-




instance	of	 the	court	 imposing	 the	death	penalty.	 In	general,	 remorse	was	
thought	far	more	important	than	punishment.







front	 in	 their	negotiations	with	 the	senate.	Their	 show	of	 solidarity	 sealed	
the bastion of liberty92




the	 university’s	 original	 social	 orientation.	Although	 university	 education	
shifted,	broadly	speaking,	from	a	course	in	the	humanities	to	a	training	for	
future	 lawyers	 and	 physicians,	 the	 emphasis	 on	 discipline	 and	 character	
















addressed	Amsterdam’s	 city	 council	 at	 the	opening	of	 the	 city’s	 college	or	
‘Athenaeum	Illustre’	in	1632,	and	referred	to	the	mercator sapiens,	his	words	
were	wholly	in	line	with	the	‘Spectatorial’	periodicals	published	a	hundred	





















of	philology.	 In	 that	 sense,	 it	was	a	general	 rather	 than	a	 specialist	 library,	
which	 contained	 interesting	 objects	 besides	 books.	 It	 housed	 maps	 and	
globes,	and	portraits	of	scholars	and	famous	men	from	the	Republic	of	Let-
ters.
	 By	 the	mid-eighteenth	 century,	 this	 library	had	grown	 to	 a	 respectable	




not	 only	 from	 public	 libraries	 but	 also	 from	 private	 individuals	 and	 even	
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101
the	entire	world,	so	that	this	leisure	pursuit	was	largely	reserved	for	affluent	











thriving	garden	 culture,	 and	 in	 this	 respect	 too,	 the	university	was	 in	 the	



























well-to-do	 –	 the	 libraries	 of	 regents	 and	 wealthy	 burghers	 probably	 con-
tained	an	average	of	100	to	200	volumes	–	and	the	growing	popularity	of	read-
ing	 clubs	 in	 the	 eighteenth	 century,	 the	Dutch	propensity	 for	 reading	was	
striking,	especially	when	viewed	in	its	international	context.
	 Besides	collecting	books,	many	burghers	were	avid	collectors	of	naturalia	
and	 artefacts,	 ‘objects	 of	 vertu’.	 Here	 too,	 Leiden	 University	 provided	 the	
most	 important	 institutionalised	 example.	 Its	 collection	 of	 ‘curiosities’,	
which	was	on	public	show	in	the	covered	passage	in	the	botanical	gardens	and	
the	anatomy	theatre’s	summer	exhibition,	attracted	crowds	of	enthusiastic	




pendant	of	 the	 library.	Collecting	 antiquities,	 like	 studying	philology,	was	
seen	as	a	means	of	restoring	classical	antiquity.	Like	classical	literature,	the	
exhibits	expressed	the	fullness	of	existence.	But	just	as	classical	texts	exerted	
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was	 also	 pre-eminently,	 as	 we	 have	 seen,	 a	 place	 that	 attracted	 a	 motley	
crowd	of	private	teachers	seeking	to	advance	the	students’	‘noble	and	virtu-
ous	 education’.	 Holland’s	 other	major	 cities,	 too,	 became	 arenas	 for	 small	
‘knowledge	entrepreneurs’,	many	of	whom	focused	on	cognitive	or	scientific	
fields	such	as	arithmetic,	linguistics,	mathematics,	physics,	chemistry	and	as-






























lem	 Swanenburgh,	 based	 their	 prints	 on	 drawings	 by	 Jan	 Cornelis	 van	 ’t	
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university’s	 founder,	William	of	Orange.	 Bonaventura	Vulcanius,	 the	 uni-
versity’s	first	 true	Greek	 scholar,	noted	 in	an	address	given	 in	 1591-92	 that	
William,	‘whom	we	may	rightly	call	Mars togata,	the	learned	god	of	war’	had	
created	the	university	in	the	wisdom	of	his	foresight	as	a	bastion	against	the	
coarsening	 influence	 of	 war	 on	 Holland’s	 youth,	 ‘that	 his	 land	 of	 Batavia	
weapons and words
m	 Christophe	Plantijn	(1514-1589),	university	printer	(1583-1585)
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tion	and	substantial	colonial	possessions,	 this	 small	nation	 forged	a	 special	
position	for	itself	amid	the	great	powers,	a	position	it	managed	to	sustain	even	
when	 these	 possessions	were	 lost	 after	 the	 Second	World	War.	As	 a	 small	
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	 William’s	 source	 for	 this	description	 is	unknown.	On	 the	one	hand,	his	
choice	of	the	word	blochuys	has	clear	Biblical	overtones	–	Psalm	18	contains	
the	line	‘The	Lord	is	my	rock,	and	my	fortress’,	which	in	Philip	van	Marnix’s	




Dutch	 translation	 is	 rendered	 ‘God is mijn borcht, mijn blochuys sterc end’ 
vast’.	On	the	other	hand,	in	using	the	phrase	‘buttress	of	the	country’s	free-
dom	and	its	sound	and	lawful	national	government’	(‘tot onderhoudt der	vry-
heyt ende goede wettelicke regieringe des lants’),	William	may	well	have	been	
thinking	of	Livy.	There	 is	a	 similar	phrase	 in	 the	first	Dutch	 translation	of	
Livy’s	Ab urbe condita	(1541).	Whatever	the	case	may	be,	it	is	this	passage	in	
Livy	that	governed	the	next	stage	in	the	shaping	of	Leiden’s	myth	of	freedom.














	 Thus,	ever	since	 the	1875	centenary,	Libertatis praesidium	 and	 its	Dutch	
equivalent	‘Bolwerk der vrijheid’	(bastion	of	liberty)	had	become	a	common-
place,	and	in	1917,	the	phrase	was	adopted	as	the	university’s	motto.	It	should	
be	noted	 that	De	Vries	was	 not	 its	 author.	He	 derived	 it	 from	 the	 classical	
scholar	Petrus	Hofman	Peerlkamp,	who	had	used	these	words	in	his	rector’s	
address	in	1839,	which	De	Vries	had	attended	as	a	student.	His	patriotic	heart	





Urbe condita,	 which	 brings	 us	 back	 to	where	we	 started,	with	William	 of	




   120-121 15-07-2008   13:13:52








dwelling	 in	particular	on	scions	of	 that	House	who	had	studied	 there.	Fur-





































Tuesday,	 26	November,	 the	 dean	 of	 the	 faculty,	 Professor	R.P.	Cleveringa,	
made	what	was	to	become	a	famous	speech.	He	read	out	the	letter	of	dismissal	
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for	a	 total	of	 18	months,	but	was	eventually	 released.	 In	 the	meantime,	 the	
German	forces	tried	to	refashion	the	university	to	their	liking,	by	tightening	
up	 the	 rules,	 dismissing	 some	 staff	 and	 appointing	 pro-German	 replace-
ments.	But	 following	a	 few	more	dismissals	–	most	crucially	 that	of	Roelof	
Kranenburg	in	March	1942,	on	the	grounds	that	his	book	on	administrative	







the	 education	 system	 too	 attracted	 fundamental	 criticism.	Here,	 however,	
pragmatic,	gradual	change	prevailed	over	radical	upheaval.	Visionary	plans	
were	certainly	launched	for	the	renewal	of	the	old	fabric	of	education,	espe-
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field	 of	 scholarship:	 each	 subject	was	 distinct	 and	 narrowly	 defined.	Any-
thing	not	covered	by	these	specialist	disciplines	was	banished	from	the	uni-
















of	 education	 now	 became:	 ‘to	 inculcate	 the	 ability	 to	 pursue	 independent	
studies,	to	prepare	for	the	exercise	of	positions	in	society	requiring	academic	
training,	and	to	foster	insight	into	the	relations	between	different	branches	
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tury	 status	quo	 intact.	Under	 the	ancien régime,	 the	university	had	been	a	
body	with	a	legal	personality,	one	that	enjoyed	substantial	administrative	and	














new	Higher	Education	Act	became	 law	 in	 1876,	 the	board	of	governors	 re-
tained	 its	 administrative	 involvement	 in	 numerous	 activities,	 although	 its	
role	was	now	described	explicitly	 as	 that	of	 a	 ‘mediating	 agency’	between	
ministry	and	university.	Rather	than	being	the	university’s	representatives	
in	its	dealings	with	the	ministry,	after	1876	the	board	of	governors	became	
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m	 Interior	of	the	senate	chamber,	c.	1920 m	 Interior	of	the	university	library,	c.	1900
the	ministry’s	representatives	in	its	dealings	with	the	university.






























	 In	 the	 ensuing	 debate,	 senate	 and	 students	 clashed	 head-on.	While	 the	
senate	had	no	objection	to	better	administration	and	greater	efficiency,	it	in-
sisted	on	faculties	retaining	the	power	to	pursue	their	own	policy	in	colle-
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quired	 a	 new	piece	of	 legislation,	 the	University	Administration	 (Reform)	






































building	 to	adorn	 the	city	and	 the	university’,	 the	board	of	governors	pre-
ferred	to	spend	the	available	money	on	the	‘utterly	indispensable	expansion	
of	scientific	collections	without	which	the	university	would	be	unable	to	hold	
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accumulating	 objects	 of	 scientific	 and	 scholarly	 interest.	 Furthermore,	 as	
time	went	 on	 they	 tended	 to	 see	 themselves	more	 as	 national	 institutions	
rather	 than	 as	 parts	 of	 the	university.	The	university	 library	 too	was	 only	
open	for	a	 few	hours	a	week,	and	the	observatory	and	the	 large	 laboratory	
	focused	 far	more	heavily	on	research	 than	on	 teaching.	What	 is	more,	 the	
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premises	 once	 occupied	 by	 the	Walloon	 Orphanage	 (Walenweeshuis)	 on	
Oude	Vest,	which	had	been	given	to	the	university	in	1818	to	use	as	an	aca-



























	 	 The	 chief	 government	 architect	Van	 Lokhorst	 also	 adhered	 to	 the	Old	
Dutch	style	for	his	first	Leiden	laboratory,	the	Boerhaave	laboratory	for	path-
ological	anatomy	near	the	hospital,	which	was	also	completed	in	1885.	In	that	
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m	 Interior	of	the	Academic	Hospital,	1889
and	gynaecology;	v.	Internal	medicine;	vi.	Infectious	diseases;	vii.	Paediat-
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need	 for	 an	 organisation	 that	 was	 capable	 of	 responding	 more	 rapidly	 to	

















In	 the	first	half	of	 the	nineteenth	century,	 lectures	were	still	conducted	 in	
Latin,	even	though	most	students	had	difficulty	following	what	was	said.	To	

















differences	between	 liberals	 and	conservatives,	 and	divisions	not	only	be-
tween	members	of	different	religious	denominations	but	also	between	those	
who	saw	the	Bible	as	the	Holy	Word	of	God	and	those	who	had	tasted	the	for-
bidden	 fruit	 of	 biblical	 criticism,	 this	 distance	 becomes	 eminently	 under-
standable.






ate	 together.	On	 the	other	hand,	 the	professors	were	now	more	diverse	 in	
terms	of	social	background.	Around	1800,	two-thirds	came	from	the	intelli-










Leiden	 philosopher	Arthur	 de	 Sopper.	 ‘For	many	 years	 now,	 life	 has	 been	
dominated	by	the	cult	of	scholars.’	Still,	the	professors	were	unhappy	that	too	
little	heed	was	paid	to	their	views.	This	was	a	frequent	chorus	at	select	gath-
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independence	 and	 better	 administration,	 which	 they	 hoped	 to	 achieve	 by	













turers	 themselves	demanded	to	be	heard;	 they	submitted	 three	reports,	 in	
which	the	term	‘academic	staff’	was	used	for	the	first	time.	Still	more	radical	
was	 the	 place	 in	 which	 they	 wished	 to	 be	 heard:	 in	 a	 university	 council,	
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m	 Birds	in	a	drawer
Science
Scientific	 method	 was	 born	 in	 the	 nineteenth	 century.	 From	 the	 classical	
model	of	knowledge	that	took	shape	in	the	eighteenth	century,	through	the	
important	 intermediate	stage	of	museological	 science,	 there	was	a	gradual	
development	towards	science	as	it	is	understood	today,	defined	by	the	crucial	
link	between	theory	and	experiment.	Classical	science	revolved	around	col-




activity	 that	was	based	 in	 laboratories,	mainly	university	 laboratories,	ori-
ented	materially	towards	manipulation	and	control	and	methodologically	to-
wards	quantification	and	precision.




self-evident	 unity,	 just	 as	 all	 sciences	 together	 constituted	 a	 harmonious	
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starting	 to	 question	 supranaturalism,	 although	 they	 did	 so	 behind	 closed	
doors.	Elsewhere,	the	wind	of	change	was	blowing	far	more	visibly:	among	
literary	scholars,	men	such	as	the	archaeologist	Reuvens	and	the	orientalist	










   152-153 15-07-2008   13:14:57




















Treub	 and	Korteweg)	 concentrated	 on	 the	 treatment	 of	 diseased	 patients.	









mous	 ‘two	 cultures’),	 and	 on	 the	 other	 hand,	 a	more	 scientistic,	 positivist	
inspiration	in	all	academic	fields	was	contrasted	with	a	more	empathic	and	
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	 Similar	 tensions	existed	within	 the	exact	sciences.	 In	medicine,	 friction	





chiatrist	Carp.	 In	physics	and	chemistry,	 a	gap	opened	up	between	 the	old	
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m	 Pathological	anatomy	laboratory	with	statue	of	Boerhaave,	c.	1900
the	 nineteenth	 century,	 it	 had	 taken	 pride	 in	 great	 names	 like	 Buys,	










literatures,	 both	of	which	distinctions	were	 rather	unmanageable	 bureau-
cratic	compartmentalisations	of	old	linguistic	or	philological	disciplines	and	













ever,	 clinical	 subjects	 too	 focused	more	heavily	on	 research,	 in	 surgery	as	
well	as	internal	medicine.
	 Old-fashioned	though	the	Hugo	de	Groot	laboratory	may	have	been,	it	was	
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tral	lines.	Research	in	information	science	focused	on	subjects	such	as	com-









Van	Oven,	 Cleveringa	 and	Van	Asbeck,	 Fischer	 and	 Rypperda	Wierdsma,	
Drion	and	Feenstra	all	had	formidable	reputations	in	their	respective	fields.	
The	 same	 applied	 to	 physicians	 like	 Gorter	 (Evert),	 Rademaker,	 Duyff,	
Mulder,	 Querido,	 Van	 Rood,	 Cohen,	 Sobels,	 among	 others.	 Physicists	 like	



























jects,	 the	 teaching	of	which	was	mandatory,	 as	well	 as	 another	 16	 subjects	
(most	of	them	subdisciplines	of	law	or	literature)	that	must	be	offered	by	at	
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and	pharmacology.	The	doctoral	examination	 included	pathological	anato-
my,	pharmaceutics,	special	pathology	and	treatment,	hygienics,	clinical	med-













	 This	 difference	 in	 curricula	 reflected	 a	 striking	 discrepancy	 in	 social	
strategy	in	the	country’s	two	main	professions.	While	the	legal	profession,	in	














































students	enrolled	at	 the	university.	The	 largest	 faculty	was	 law,	with	1,270	
freedom and restraint
c	 Interior	of	the	Minerva	Society,	1829-1830
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ogy,	 the	 former	being	 traditionally	 the	 largest	 faculty	while	 the	 latter	was	
subject	to	artificial	inflation.




emphasis	 on	 attending	 lectures	 rather	 than	 on	 passing	 examinations,	 on	
moulding	minds	rather	than	training	specific	skills.	Most	university	students	
during	this	period	had	fathers	with	occupations	in	the	sphere	of	law	or	ad-
ministration,	 and	most	 came	 from	 the	upper	echelons	of	 society.	 In	 all	 re-
spects,	the	early	nineteenth	century	simply	prolonged	the	ancien régime.
	 The	mid-nineteenth	century	brought	a	change	in	this	situation.	Since	the-
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c	 Self-portrait	of	Eduard	Stollé,	member	of	the	‘Leidse	Jagers’,	1831











dren	 of	 secondary	 school	 teachers,	 shopkeepers	 and	 public	 servants,	 and	
growing	numbers	of	students	with	fathers	working	in	trade	and	industry	–	is	
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	 Student	numbers	gradually	doubled	between	 1945	and	 1960:	 from	2,824	
(2,111	men	and	713	women)	to	5,370	(3,723	men	and	1,647	women).	But	then	they	
took	 only	 one	 decade	 to	 double	 again	 (11,858	 in	 1970:	 8,159	men	 and	 3,699	
women)	After	this,	the	number	of	male	students	remained	fairly	constant	(al-
most	 9,000	 in	 1985),	 but	 the	 number	 of	 women	 continued	 to	 rise	 until	 it	
equalled	 the	number	 of	men,	 so	 that	 in	 the	 academic	 year	 1985-86,	 almost	
18,000	students	were	enrolled,	the	largest	number	ever	registered	at	Leiden.
	 The	choice	of	course	displayed	an	equally	remarkable	shift.	The	substan-












dents	 had	 passed	 their	 bachelor’s	 examinations	 and	 almost	 40%	never	 ob-
tained	 a	 master’s	 degree.	 Most	 of	 the	 blame	 was	 laid	 on	 the	 one-sided	
academic	emphasis	of	teaching,	and	some	observers	proposed	setting	up	uni-

























ing	 numbers	 of	 students	who	 commuted	 from	 another	 town	 or	 combined	





































tury.	 Just	 as	 the	 fraternity’s	organisational	 structure	mimicked	 that	of	 the	
freedom and restraint
m	 Franz	Liszt	being	welcomed	to	Leiden,	1843m	 Leiden	student	in	the	1840s































	 One	of	 the	most	 fascinating	 events	 in	 student	 life	was	 undoubtedly	 the	



































dents	 (the	vvsl).	 In	 1911,	 the	Federation	of	Leiden	Students	was	 formed;	 in	
1930	 it	merged	with	Unitas	 Studiosorum	Lugduno-Batava,	 a	mixed	 society	
that	did	not	have	initiation	rituals.	Socialising	‘among	your	own	kind’	became	
the	watchword.	Social	clubs	of	this	kind	tended	to	take	little	interest	in	poli-








Later	on,	 the	students’	hearts	warmed	up	 to	 the	Flemish	movement.	Many	
were	also	eager	to	play	a	part	in	the	international	peace	movement.










versity’s	 hospitality	 to	 Von	 Leers,	 the	 students,	 including	 the	 fraternity	
representative,	deplored	his	decision.
	 During	the	Second	World	War,	student	representatives	and	senate	alike	



























tor	 in	Amsterdam’s	 student	paper	Propria Cures	 dubbed	Leiden	University	
the	 ‘Borobudur	of	 the	Bourgeoisie’,	 the	Dutch	government’s	policy	 in	New	
Guinea	and	the	development	of	atomic	energy	were	generating	bitter	contro-
versy.	 Before	 long,	 issues	 relating	 to	 every	 corner	 of	 the	 earth	 –	 Central	
America,	North	Africa,	Southeast	Asia	–	were	providing	food	for	indignation.









Student	 Fraternity	 presented	 themselves	 for	 the	 first	 time	 not	 in	morning	
coats,	but	in	corduroy	suits.	
City,	Country,	and	World





the bastion of liberty180 181
the	observatory	provided	a	sense	of	one’s	own	insignificance	and	the	great-
ness	of	God.	Besides	these	relatively	informal	or	everyday	forms	of	interac-




















There	were	 other	 forms	 of	 symbiosis	 between	 students	 and	 townspeople.	
Students	 participated	 in	major	 local	 festivities,	 and	 their	masquerades	 de-












	 In	 the	course	of	 the	nineteenth	century,	 the	professors’	commitment	 to	
the	city	became	far	more	pronounced.	Published	lists	of	local	dignitaries	in-
clude	 references	 to	 their	 numerous	 positions.	 There	 were	 nearly	 always	







	 In	 the	 twentieth	 century,	 the	 university’s	 sheer	 size	made	 it	 a	massive	
presence	in	the	city.	Not	only	did	it	become	the	biggest	employer,	but	it	also	
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law	 and	 humanities	 passionately	 supported	 the	 proposed	 ‘Ethical	 Policy’	
(which	its	critics	derided	as	‘ethical	blindness’)	that	sought	to	modernise	the	
colony	with	the	aid	of	education	and	scientific	advances	in	preparation	for	in-
dependence.	 ‘The	 native	 population	 craves	 our	 knowledge,’	 said	 Colen-
brander	in	1918	in	his	inaugural	address	as	professor	of	colonial	history,	‘part-





	 Such	 causes	 automatically	made	 national	 inspiration	 international.	 The	
Netherlands’	 actions	 on	 the	world	 stage	 had	 traditionally	 sprung	 from	 its	
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	 Towards	 the	 end	 of	 the	 nineteenth	 century,	 the	 Netherlands	 produced	
several	great	legal	minds.	Besides	Leiden-trained	jurists	such	as	Van	Vollen-
hoven	and	Eysinga,	the	most	noteworthy	were	T.M.C.	Asser	and	J.	de	Louter.	













moted	peace.	It	was	Van	Vollenhoven’s	pamphlet	De Eendracht van het Land,	
also	dating	from	1913,	that	caused	the	biggest	stir,	with	its	passionate	insist-
ence	on	the	Netherlands’	moral	task	in	the	world.	
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m	 Masquerade	print,	1935
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m	 Detail	of	the	masquerade,	1875
izinga	alerted	Dutch	academics	to	the	grants	being	offered	by	the	foundation,	





















cation	 ‘almost	 exclusively	 on	 the	 experience,	 preferences	 and	 opinions	 of	
teachers	themselves’.
	 From	this	it	is	clear	that	social	factors	greatly	outweighed	cognitive	con-

























publication’.	General	 liberal	 erudition	had	been	 superseded	by	 specialised	
academic	knowledge.	It	was	the	representation	of	that	knowledge	in	all	of	its	
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m	 Library	lending	department,	1948
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ly	 the	country	was	 in	 trouble,	without	 the	 traditional	pillars	 that	had	once	
been	its	mainstay.	The	process	of	recovery,	an	operation	comparable	to	the	
Delta	works	 built	 after	 the	 dramatic	 floods	 of	 1953,	 resulted	 in	 the	 polder	
model,	yielding	a	consensus	not	just	between	employers	and	employees,	but	
across	the	entire	political	spectrum.	This	model	proved	so	successful	that	it	
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203unity and plurality
m	 University	administration	building,	former	University	Libraryb	 Bijschrift
numbed	 the	general	public’s	urge	 to	debate	 fundamental	 issues;	 the	Dutch	
happily	 allowed	 external	 forces	 to	 dictate	 their	 fate.	 But	 an	 uneasy	 sense	
gradually	took	hold	that	their	country	was	slipping	out	of	their	control.	It	was	
being	refashioned	by	an	assertive	outside	world,	through	an	elaborate	web	of	

















	 ‘Openness’	was	certainly	 the	 impression	 that	 the	university	 strained	 to	
create,	that	May	week.	While	the	sun	rolled	over	the	roofs	and	all	the	carni-




year,	 ‘to	show	the	outside	world	what	 the	university	has	done	and	 is	doing	
with	its	freedom,	and	how	the	university,	as	a	goal-oriented	community,	can	
contribute	to	the	development	of	society.’	He	described	the	predicament	of	an	
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ing	motives	 for	 studying,	 the	 institution’s	 burgeoning	 list	 of	 tasks	 and	 its	














to,	 ‘Praesidium Libertatis’	 (Bastion	of	 Liberty).	 Specific	 disciplines	 and	 the	






the	 individual’,	 with	 the	 Baader-Meinhof	 trial	 a	 divisive,	 polarising	 back-







32	 universities	 from	 21	 countries	 in	 addition	 to	 the	Queen	 and	 the	Crown	











hen	 renounced	all	 the	 superlatives	with	which	his	predecessor	had	distin-
guished	Leiden	 from	 the	Netherlands’	 other	universities.	The	only	one	he	
wished	 to	retain	was	 that	of	being	 the	oldest.	The	 theme	of	 this	centenary	
speech	was	the	disintegration	of	the	institution	that	the	university	had	once	
been,	 since	 ‘the	mutual	differences	between	our	 faculties	 and	branches	of	















nicipality,	 between	 the	 fresh	 new	 educational	 establishment	 and	 its	 four-
centuries-old	 descendant,	 is	 bound	 to	 be	 untenable.	 Still,	 the	 comparison	
does	demonstrate	that	in	1975,	Leiden	University	was	plunged	into	a	mood	of	
unprecedented	self-doubt.	
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when	the	film	One flew over de cuckoo’s nest	was	filling	auditoria	and	the	cia	
was	being	blamed	for	all	the	world’s	problems.	In	Leiden,	the	general	consen-
sus	 was	 initially	 to	 ignore	 the	 media	 fuss.	 Even	 the	 one-man	 guerrilla	
launched	against	Buikhuisen	by	Hugo	Brandt	Corstius,	one	of	the	country’s	
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complete	 isolation.	 This,	 combined	 with	 the	 unrelenting	 opposition	 and	
anonymous	allegations	that	plagued	him,	made	Buikhuisen	decide	in	1989	to	




	 The	 second	major	 scandal	 related	 to	 the	university’s	management	of	 its	
own	property.	An	obscure	contract	that	the	director	of	operational	manage-
ment	awarded	a	company	to	build	an	annex	to	the	Sylvius	laboratory	prompt-










dence	 and	 endless	 cycles	 of	meetings	 over	which	 he	 presided.	This	would	
prove	his	Achilles	heel	in	the	annex	affair.
	 The	 annex	 had	 originally	 been	 conceived	 as	 a	way	 of	 combining	 speed	
with	efficiency.	The	end	result	was	the	exact	opposite.	The	structure,	intend-
ed	for	preclinical	research,	would	be	built	by	Fibomij,	a	financing	company	




behind	or	defaulting	on	payments.	 In	 these	conditions,	 the	project	 initially	
resembled	a	comedy	more	than	a	 tragedy.	Directors	came	and	went	as	 in	a	
game	of	musical	chairs,	the	builders	were	more	often	absent	than	at	work,	the	
tax	 inspectorate	 and	 public	 prosecutions	 department	 raided	 the	 financing	
company	and	building	company,	and	to	cap	it	all,	the	university’s	director	of	
   210-211 15-07-2008   13:17:50

























happily	 turned	his	clinical	gaze	on	the	Dutch	population	as	a	whole.	 In	 the	
1980s,	he	had	become	a	successful	purveyor	of	popular	science	in	newspaper	
columns,	articles	and	books	of	essays	with	titles	like	Je verdriet voorbij	(‘On	
the	other	side	of	sadness’)	Pleisters voor de ziel	(‘Plasters	for	your	soul’)	and	
Als het leven pijn doet	(‘When	living	hurts’).	These	books	were	based	on	the	
idea	‘that	we	are	all	the	keepers	of	our	brothers	and	sisters’.	Diekstra’s	role	in	
popular	 science	 peaked	 when	 he	 was	 given	 his	 own	 tv	 programme,	 ‘Het 
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discovered	that	in	other	publications	too,	Diekstra	had	frequently	copied	long	


























































study,	 the	 introduction	 of	 a	 credit	 system,	 and	 the	 possibility	 of	 swapping	
credits	with	those	issued	by	other	institutions	providing	higher	education.
	 In	 the	 1990s,	 the	universities	 recognised	 that	 autonomy	would	 improve	
their	ability	to	attune	teaching	and	research	to	developments	in	society	and	to	
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m	 Funeral	monument	of	Ludolf	van	Ceulen,	lector	in	applied	mathematics	and	fencing	masterm	 The	funeral	monument	of	Josephus	Justus	Scaliger,	transferred	from	the	Vrouwenkerk		
	 to	St	Peter’s	Church
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set	 their	 own	 fees.	The	 research	part	 of	 the	 resources	 is	 divided	 into	 four	




























liberal	 university	 can	 be	 said	 to	 have	 gone	 through	 a	 Leninist	 pattern	 of	
change:	two	steps	forwards	and	one	back.
	 The	first	chairman,	K.J.	Cath	(1972-1988),	remained	in	office	longer	than	
any	 other.	 He	 succeeded	 in	 transforming	 the	 polarised	 relations	 that	 had	
dominated	the	first	board	operating	within	the	framework	of	the	University	
Administration	(Reform)	Act	(wub)	into	an	effective	‘harmony	model’	and	in	








tween	 the	 university	 council	 and	 the	 executive	 board,	 and	 between	 these	
two	bodies	and	the	faculties.	The	first	of	these	relationships	was	complicated	
by	 clashing	 areas	 of	 competence.	 The	 council	 dealt	 in	 general	 principles,	
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bilities	 for	which	 it	would	be	given	financial	 protection	 for	 a	 set	 period	of	
time.








	 Cath	carried	 the	day	 in	other	 respects,	 too.	Two	points	 are	particularly	
worth	mentioning	here.	First,	he	advocated	a	more	efficient	way	of	running	














den	 University	 acquired	 heavyweights	 from	 the	 business	 world.	 Faculty	
deans	were	also	given	more	influence.	In	many	cases,	especially	for	the	larger	
faculties,	professional	administrators	were	recruited.	





























specific	problem	areas	with	dedicated	commitment.	After	 the	 long	 rector-
ship	of	Dolf	Cohen	(1972-1976),	‘a	wise	man	if	ever	there	was	one’,	the	univer-
sity	acquired	in	the	environmental	biologist	Donald	Kuenen	someone	whose	
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with	 applicant	 students	 and	 keenly	 endorsing	 the	 proposals	 of	 the	 report	
‘Steering	by	Quality’,	such	as	the	possibility	of	issuing	students	with	binding	















from	 Friesland.	 One	 of	 the	 university’s	 most	 celebrated	 scientists,	 with	 a	
unique	blend	of	charm	and	authority,	he	made	his	mark	on	virtually	every	


























	 Although	 this	 was	 a	 crucial	 debate,	 mapping	 out	 the	 general	 contours	









   226-227 15-07-2008   13:18:21
   228-229 15-07-2008   13:18:30





emphasis	was	undoubtedly	 inspired	by	Leiden’s	 loss	of	an	alarmingly	 large	
proportion	of	 the	 education	market	 and	 the	 crucial	 importance	of	 student	
numbers,	if	only	as	a	source	of	funding.	But	it	was	also	an	emphasis	that	guar-
anteed	widespread	support	for	the	plan	within	the	university.	
	 Starting	 from	 the	 premise	 of	 academic	 education	 –	 that	 is,	 education	




ing	 close	 attention	 to	 didactic	 qualities	 when	 selecting	 academic	 staff.	 To	
safeguard	the	breadth	of	each	course,	the	curriculum	would	include	a	gener-





	 In	 research,	 the	main	emphasis	was	on	 formulating	profile-defining	re-
search	programmes	at	faculty	and	inter-faculty	level,	limiting	the	number	of	
focal	areas	and	 introducing	 internal	quality	control.	Other	 innovations	 in-
cluded	 more	 flexible	 personnel	 and	 pay	 policies,	 wider	 professorial	 man-
dates,	part-time	appointments,	rejuvenating	the	staff,	and	attracting	up-and-
coming	 talent	 by	 creating	 places	 for	 research	 assistants	 and	 postdoctoral	
researchers.
	 Subsequent	plans	(University	Strategies	i	and	ii	or	‘Wegen	naar	gehalte’	
1999/2000,	 and	 Focusing	 on	 Talent	 or	 ‘Kiezen	 voor	 Talent’,	 2005)	 further	
elaborated	and	modified	this	profile.	University	Strategies	mainly	highlight-










den	 joined	 forces	with	Delft	University	of	Technology	 to	 form	 the	 ‘Hague	
Campus’.	 Initially	 a	 platform	 for	 lectures,	 it	 soon	 spawned	 two	 regular	




Dance,	 besides	 offering	 opportunities	 to	 students	 with	 multiple	 talents,	
would	also	enrich	education	and	research	at	the	fascinating	interface	of	art	
and	science.
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b	 Huygens	Laboratory	(left)	and	Gorlaeus	Laboratory	(right)	in	the	Leeuwenhoek
	 The	university’s	 2005	plan	 ‘Focusing	on	Talent’	 incorporated	 the	 above	
ideas,	but	channelled	them	largely	in	the	direction	of	a	research	university,	













ferent	 premises,	 frequently	 far	 apart.	 In	 Leiden	 there	 are	 three.	 First	 and	
foremost,	there	is	the	Rapenburg	complex,	the	university’s	beginning	and	its	
centre.	That	was	the	original	site	of	the	main	university	building	and	its	bo-
tanical	 gardens,	 library	 and	 anatomy	 theatre,	 it	was	where	 the	 professors	
lived.	The	Rapenburg	was	known	in	the	seventeenth	century	as	‘the	realm	of	
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Institute	 (formerly	 the	 outpatient	 clinic	 for	 internal	medicine).	 The	Witte	
Singel	 site	was	earmarked	 for	a	new	 library	and	 the	humanities	 (including	
theology).	 This	 meant	 that	 Leiden	 University	 had	 railway	 lines	 running	



















complex,	 a	 towering	cube	of	 a	building	erected	 in	 the	 1960s,	 attached	 to	 a	
spectacular	saucer-shaped	lecture-hall	and	a	large,	almost	transparent	labo-
ratory	for	undergraduates	(the	lmuy).
	 The	 second	 tower	 block	 consists	 of	 the	 Huygens	 Laboratory	 and	 the	
	Snellius,	 both	 from	 the	 1970s.	The	Snellius	building	houses	 the	 computing	
centre	 and	 the	 Institute	 of	 Advanced	Computer	 Science	 (liacs).	 Far	more	
	recent	 and	 therefore	more	 fashionable	 additions	 are	 the	 slanting	 J.H.	Oort	
building	and	the	vibration-free	Kamerlingh	Onnes	‘measurement	hall’.	The	
Bio-Science	Park	was	built	 around	 the	Gorlaeus-Huygens-Oort	complex	 in	
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for	 Witte	 Singel,	 including	 a	 125-metre	 high	 tower	 block,	 had	 been	 im-
plemented.	 But	 the	 tower	 block	met	with	 fierce	 opposition,	 and	when	 the	


















viding	 line	 between	 the	 two	 academic	 cultures,	 but	most	 conspicuously	 a	
utilitarian	 eyesore	 that	 extinguished	 any	 hint	 of	 imagination.	 Through	 a	
combination	of	 tasteful	 restoration	and	bright	modernisation,	 the	 little	old	





























underwent	 radical	 renovation,	 opening	 in	 2004	 as	Plexus,	 a	modern	 study	
centre	housing	over	 ten	 student	 societies	 and	 a	 range	of	 student	 facilities.	
That	same	year,	the	law	faculty	moved	into	the	elegantly	restyled	Kamerlingh	
Onnes	building.
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cal	 faculty	 than	 elsewhere.	This	 led	 to	 a	 split	 between	 the	 preclinical	 and	





	 In	 the	 early	 1980s,	 a	 clear	 trend	 emerged	 towards	 bridging	 the	 gap	 be-
tween	preclinical	 subjects	 and	 clinical	 practice.	Clinical	 applications	were	
devised	 for	 techniques	 originally	 developed	 in	 fundamental	 research,	 and	
researchers	 forged	 ties	with	medical	practitioners	 from	an	awareness	 that	
the	raison d’être	of	their	research	derived	from	its	future	clinical	usefulness.	
Certain	 subjects	 started	 to	 be	 presented	 as	 linking	 disciplines.	 Pathology,	





styled	 itself	 as	 a	 research	 faculty,	with	 a	 strong	bias	 towards	 scientific	 re-








































	 Since	this	 innovation	 involved	the	hospital	 taking	over	 the	faculty	 from	
the	university,	there	were	very	real	fears	of	the	university	losing	contact	with	
the	lumc.	This	did	in	fact	happen,	but	only	temporarily.	In	this	respect	too,	
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The	 faculty	 of	 mathematics	 and	 natural	 sciences	 has	 also	 undergone	 a	
	dramatic	process	of	reorganisation	over	the	past	few	decades.	One	element	
that	did	not	change	was	the	emphasis	on	research:	although	student	numbers	
fell	 sharply	 in	 the	 1990s,	PhD	students	 retained	 their	protected	 status.	But	
here	too,	dwindling	student	numbers	made	it	imperative	to	rethink	the	struc-










closed	 down.	 On	 the	 positive	 side,	 a	 course	 in	 information	 science	 was	





























physics	 and	 biophysics.	 Interdisciplinary	 structures	 linking	 biophysics	
with	 chemistry	 were	 to	 culminate	 in	 the	 founding	 of	 the	 Leiden	 School	
of	Fundamental	Research	on	Living	Matter,	involving	theoretical	physicists,	
biologists,	medical	graduates	and	mathematicians	as	well	as	 the	groups	al-
ready	mentioned.	 In	chemistry	 too,	 collaborative	efforts	 that	often	 started	
spontaneously	 led	 to	 interesting	 initiatives,	 such	 as	 the	 Leiden	 Materials	
Science	Centre.	Leiden’s	chemists	participate	in	the	Dutch	Institute	for	Catal-
ysis	 Research,	 the	 Holland	 Research	 School	 of	 Molecular	 Chemistry,	 and	
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cial	 sciences	 (founded	 in	 1963)	 consisted	of	 22	departments	with	 academic	





















subsequent	 expansion	 of	 the	 Social	 Sciences	 Research	 Service	 (dswo),	 a	
	money-maker	with	a	unique	format.	Of	the	faculty’s	191	members	of	staff	in	
1983,	a	hundred	were	paid	for	by	direct	government	funding,	eleven	through	























little	 in	 common	with	 scientific	 disciplines	 such	 as	 theory	 of	 functions	 (a	
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the	growing	comparativist	and	quantitative	emphasis	in	the	science	of	public	















































	 The	 faculty’s	 research	was	moved	 to	 the	E.M.	Meijers	 Institute	 in	 1997.	
This	institute	was	born	from	the	idea	that	important	research	fields	lie	pre-
cisely	along	the	lines	dividing	disciplines.	Thus,	the	research	was	classified	
not	 so	much	by	department	but	 according	 to	 themes	 like	 legal	uniformity,	





















Kamerlingh	Onnes	 building,	 the	 former	 laboratory,	 now	 converted	 into	 a	
gleaming	new	unit	location,	equipped	with	fine	classrooms,	a	splendid	library	




The	archipelago	of	Leiden’s	humanities	 is	of	a	 size	and	diversity	of	 subject	
matter	that	is	unparalleled	within	the	university.	If	Phaedrus	was	right	that	
‘varietas delectat’	 (variety	pleases),	 this	not	even	particularly	 large	 faculty	




Western	 languages	 have	 retained	 the	 subject-oriented	 differentiation	 be-
tween	linguistics	and	literature,	the	‘non-Western’	sections	have	tended	to	


















   256-257 15-07-2008   13:19:50
ica	(tcla).	The	core	subjects	of	the	teaching	programme	in	gltc	are	ancient	
history,	philosophy	and	classical	archaeology,	while	in	tcla,	which	was	cre-









towards	 the	 past,	 the	 emphasis	 on	 practical	matters	 that	 has	 long	 figured	
prominently	in	Oriental	studies	has	yielded	a	tendency	to	explore	links	with	
the	 contemporary	 era	 and	 contextual	 factors.	 In	 this	 area	 too,	 Leiden	 has	





























ligious	 history.	 The	 Church-taught	 subjects	 included	 dogmatic	 theology,	
Christian	ethics,	and	subjects	related	to	pastoral	practice.	In	1992,	a	course	on	




ism	 and	 the	Enlightenment.	The	Leiden	 faculty	 took	part	 in	 the	Dutch	 re-












	 With	 the	opening	of	 the	Archaeology	Centre	at	Reuvensplaats,	 some	of	
Leiden’s	varied	archaeological	disciplines	were	brought	together	under	one	
unity and plurality
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roof.	 Six	 degree	 courses	were	 eventually	 defined:	 prehistory,	 classical	 ar-
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m	 Entrance	to	the	University	Library
c	 University	Library	on	the	canal	side
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trative	office	for	the	university,	as	well	as	a	separate	facilities	service	(cater-
ing,	mailroom,	 printing	 service,	 computer-related	 tasks,	 building	mainte-
nance).	Management	and	policy	were	finally	separated	for	good.	Policy	was	in	







Although	 the	 library	may	 sound	 a	 little	 ‘old’	 in	 this	 context,	with	 its	 new	




















	 Finally,	 the	website	 lists	 numerous	 other	 facilities,	 from	 the	 Academic	
Historical	Museum,	the	Faculty	Club	and	the	Studium	Generale	organisation	







The	 facilities	 building	 in	 the	 Witte-Singel	 Doelen	 complex	 endowed	 the	
	theatre	with	a	completely	different	atmosphere,	most	notably	more	profes-
sional,	 although	 it	 operates	 largely	with	 volunteers.	The	Arts	Centre	 pro-
vides	 a	wide	variety	of	 courses,	 today	 ranging	 from	Gregorian	 chants	 and	
	African	dance	to	the	creative	use	of	language.














































	 This	 support	 takes	a	variety	of	 forms:	grants	 for	 fundamental	 research,	
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c	 Students’	course	selection	festival	in	St	Peter’s	Church
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vised	the	executive	board	about	activities	relating	to	the	third	flow	of	funds.	
In	collaboration	with	the	Municipality	of	Leiden	and	the	Chamber	of	Com-
merce,	 the	Transfer	 Point	 helped	 to	 found	 the	Academic	Business	Centre,	
which	eventually	 led	 to	 the	building	of	 the	new	Science	Park	 in	Leeuwen-





tus	 the	 following	year	 as	 ‘Leiden	University	 Institutional	Development’	 or	







under	 the	 name	 of	 Libertatis	 Ergo.	This	 body	 possesses	 independent	 legal	
personality	and	has	set	up	several	successful	companies,	including	Archol	bv	
for	 archaeology	 research,	 most	 notably	 in	 the	 route	 planned	 for	 the	 new	








































lands	 Institute	 for	 the	Near	East,	 the	African	Studies	Centre	and	the	Royal	






















Students),	 followed	 by	 leonardo,	 isep	 and	tempus,	 acronyms	 for	 various	
grants,	and	meant	that	Leiden	too	benefited	from	a	large	influx	of	foreign	stu-
dents,	besides	being	able	to	send	many	of	its	own	students	around	the	world.	
	 Looking	 forward	 to	erasmus,	 Leiden	 signed	 a	 joint	 venture	 agreement	





















And	on	 that	 terrace,	 students	 are	 served	by	other	 students.	 If	 there	 is	 one	
	telling	picture	that	encapsulates	the	silent	revolution	that	has	taken	place	in	
the bastion of liberty272 273unity and plurality
m	 Student	society	administrative	officials	at	the	opening	of	the	academic	year



















nesty	 International)	 to	 trade	 unions	 and	 pressure	 groups.	 Also	 operating	










lation	 at	 Leiden	 University	 today.	 This	 change	 is	 generally	 described	 as	 a	
trend	 towards	 greater	 individualisation	 and	 pragmatism.	Today’s	 students	
are	far	more	concerned	with	opportunities	for	individual	profit	or	personal	
pleasure,	it	is	said,	than	those	of	twenty	years	ago.	They	are	more	interested	






























tended	 a	 welcoming	 hand	 to	 non-religious	 fraternity	 members.	 Over	 the	



















































and	Ranger,	in	their	book	The Invention of Tradition,	‘when	a	rapid	transfor-
mation	of	society	weakens	or	destroys	the	social	patterns	for	which	“old”	tra-
ditions	had	been	designed.’	Such	traditions	symbolise	social	cohesion,	con-








societies	 on	 existing	 university	 constructions:	 first-year	 initiation	 rituals	
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c	 Student	house	on	Rapenburg	canal
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language.	 These	 93	 included	 25	 daily	 newspapers,	while	 of	 the	 remaining	








ing	 the	 reading	 table’.	The	 table	 is	 also	used	 for	 beer-drinking	 relay	 races	




















extensible	 strips	of	wood	were	attached	 to	 the	 table	 for	 this	very	purpose.	
These	became	known	as	 lippjes.	Fourth-year	and	more	senior	 students	are	
even	permitted	to	put	plates	of	food	on	these	lippjes.	
the bastion of liberty280 281
	 The	university	itself	maintains	a	custom	that	is	directly	related	to	the	Roy-
al	House:	it	sends	the	monarch	a	telegram	announcing	the	celebrations	of	its	
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speaker	being	permitted	to	finish	his	or	her	sentence.	Another	custom	forbids	
a	PhD	candidate	thanking	the	supervising	professor	 in	 the	foreword	to	his	
thesis.	At	 the	end	of	 a	doctoral	 ceremony	or	 inaugural	 address	held	 in	 the	
main	 auditorium,	 ‘those	 seated	beneath	 the	organ’	–	 that	 is,	 closest	 to	 the	
















	 The	preservation	of	many	 such	customs	came	under	 considerable	pres-
sure	 in	 the	 1960s	 and	 1970s.	 The	 large	 increase	 in	 student	 numbers	 often	
made	them	hard	to	keep	up,	and	many	condemned	them	as	reflecting	bour-




of	 	ritual,	one	describing	Leiden	as	a	 ‘pre-literary	society,	where	nothing	 is	
written	down	and	the	elders	have	the	last	word’.
	 Since	the	 late	1980s,	 the	university’s	 traditional	customs	have	enjoyed	a	
conspicuous	 revival.	First	of	 all,	 the	 rituals	 surrounding	 the	conferral	of	 a	
master’s	degree	were	revived.	Instead	of	the	rather	meagre	formalities	that	
had	been	observed	for	many	years,	students	were	once	again	expected	to	turn	
the bastion of liberty282 283unity and plurality
m	 Albert	Einstein	(1879-1955).	Professor	of	physics	by	special	appointment	(1920-1946)






dress.	At	one	point,	 the	dean	of	 the	 law	 faculty	did	his	best	 to	get	 into	 the	

















one	 occasion	 on	which	 the	 senate’s	 foundation	 day	 telegram	had	 been	 ad-
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c	 University	flag,	administration	building
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p e r i o d
initial registrations, per major, 25-year averages
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the bastion of liberty292 293graphs and tables
1575-1599	 52	 27	 5	 14	 	 	 	 	 	 	 98
1600-1624	 92	 61	 19	 31	 	 	 	 	 	 	 203
1625-1649	 120	 116	 48	 45	 	 	 	 	 	 	 329
1650-1672	 109	 106	 57	 43	 	 	 	 	 	 	 315
1675-1699	 56	 106	 67	 44	 	 	 	 	 	 	 273
1700-1724	 30	 93	 53	 45	 	 	 	 	 	 	 221
1725-1749	 21	 74	 54	 39	 	 	 	 	 	 	 188
1750-1774	 9	 47	 30	 20	 	 	 	 	 	 	 106
1775-1799	 9	 36	 26	 18	 	 	 	 	 	 	 89
1800-1824	 9	 35	 28	 21	 1	 	 	 	 	 	 94
1825-1849	 8	 57	 32	 36	 2	 	 	 	 	 	 135
1850-1874	 11	 63	 25	 25	 8	 	 	 	 	 	 132
1875-1899	 10	 52	 55	 11	 11	 	 	 	 	 	 139
1900-1924	 33	 106	 62	 15	 41	 40	 	 	 	 	 297
1925-1949	 68	 158	 180	 30	 103	 74	 	 	 	 	 613
1950-1974	 225	 309	 226	 22	 291	 32	 168	 6	 1	 	 1280
1975-1999	 841	 861	 201	 21	 387	 	 721	 18	 5	 	 3055





















































p e r i o d
p e r i o d
number of students , 1575-1974, 25-year averages
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the bastion of liberty294 295graphs and tables
1950	 30	 219	 258	 189	 105	 94	 	 19	 	 	 	 914
1951	 34	 211	 216	 154	 169	 43	 	 20	 	 	 	 847
1952	 18	 194	 200	 121	 105	 29	 	 26	 	 	 	 693
1953	 19	 172	 137	 129	 106	 27	 	 23	 	 	 	 613
1954	 19	 159	 141	 126	 116	 27	 	 15	 	 	 	 603
1955	 18	 157	 139	 186	 141	 31	 	 34	 	 	 	 706
1956	 13	 144	 147	 178	 148	 41	 	 34	 	 	 	 705
1957	 15	 161	 147	 197	 160	 49	 	 53	 	 	 	 782
1958	 14	 166	 177	 201	 179	 63	 	 46	 	 	 	 846
1959	 13	 160	 181	 234	 214	 64	 	 46	 	 	 	 912
1960	 13	 171	 210	 248	 241	 59	 	 51	 	 	 	 993
1961	 11	 201	 184	 283	 242	 55	 	 55	 	 	 	 1031
1962	 19	 207	 213	 293	 200	 65	 	 66	 	 	 	 1063
1963	 13	 192	 238	 287	 218	 82	 	 66	 	 	 	 1096
1964	 25	 255	 309	 299	 272	 80	 	 71	 	 	 	 1311
1965	 26	 303	 295	 367	 246	 	 192	 	 9	 1	 	 1439
1966	 30	 414	 290	 395	 255	 	 290	 	 10	 	 	 1684
1967	 28	 430	 276	 399	 259	 	 292	 	 5	 3	 	 1692
1968	 35	 394	 257	 410	 252	 	 322	 	 11	 3	 	 1684
1969	 26	 544	 327	 386	 283	 	 337	 	 17	 1	 	 1921
1970	 20	 531	 230	 434	 250	 	 371	 	 14	 2	 	 1852
1971	 25	 609	 320	 418	 370	 	 445	 	 22	 2	 	 2211
1972	 27	 617	 320	 459	 370	 	 429	 	 28	 3	 	 2253
1973	 31	 556	 269	 438	 252	 	 479	 	 23	 2	 	 2050
1974	 34	 555	 181	 434	 471	 	 413	 	 22	 0	 	 2110
1975	 29	 583	 179	 466	 588	 	 448	 	 25	 0	 	 2318
1976	 33	 593	 179	 512	 666	 	 542	 	 21	 0	 	 2546
1977	 29	 755	 200	 513	 727	 	 568	 	 33	 0	 	 2825
1978	 22	 870	 185	 507	 743	 	 566	 	 30	 1	 	 2924
1979	 22	 752	 184	 467	 801	 	 545	 	 11	 0	 	 2782
1980	 29	 763	 195	 462	 797	 	 567	 	 18	 0	 	 2831
1981	 37	 766	 180	 452	 843	 	 546	 	 17	 1	 	 2842
1982	 17	 825	 187	 407	 812	 	 556	 	 18	 0	 	 2822
1983	 18	 980	 235	 460	 859	 	 624	 	 26	 5	 	 3207
1984	 15	 893	 188	 364	 874	 	 512	 	 8	 0	 	 2854
1985	 26	 980	 214	 373	 1016	 	 830	 	 24	 0	 	 3463
1986	 11	 916	 207	 354	 922	 	 649	 	 9	 1	 	 3069
1987	 19	 1028	 190	 436	 1046	 	 843	 	 12	 1	 	 3575
1988	 11	 1054	 214	 427	 1082	 	 839	 	 18	 0	 	 3645
1989	 19	 1086	 217	 418	 1172	 	 1038	 	 22	 1	 	 3973
1990	 15	 1112	 202	 406	 1135	 	 1042	 	 20	 0	 	 3932
1991	 14	 1005	 197	 312	 1063	 	 978	 	 14	 0	 	 3583
1992	 23	 933	 206	 293	 884	 	 860	 	 21	 	 	 3220
1993	 20	 858	 199	 324	 843	 	 839	 	 20	 	 	 3103
1994	 13	 912	 216	 288	 813	 	 810	 	 14	 2	 	 3068
1995	 20	 923	 203	 294	 730	 	 731	 	 12	 	 	 2913
1996	 28	 854	 207	 288	 756	 	 762	 	 9	 	 	 2904
1997	 25	 781	 216	 314	 680	 	 730	 	 15	 24	 	 2785
1998	 12	 681	 215	 281	 598	 	 779	 	 17	 43	 	 2626
1999	 13	 631	 211	 267	 577	 	 826	 	 20	 51	 	 2596
2000	 21	 657	 252	 294	 602	 	 903	 	 28	 47	 	 2804
2001	 22	 763	 288	 313	 691	 	 1044	 	 36	 78	 	 3235
2002	 35	 787	 317	 349	 720	 	 1151	 	 34	 67	 	 3460
2003	 24	 894	 355	 419	 803	 	 1321	 	 27	 94	 	 3937
2004	 32	 854	 359	 349	 745	 	 1130	 	 23	 95	 	 3587
2005	 28	 762	 360	 346	 801	 	 1032	 	 37	 110	 6	 3482
2006	 42	 742	 351	 418	 997	 	 946	 	 27	 93	 10	 3626
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